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inference that, though the front of a cyclone is charac-
terized by excessive warmth on the surface, the upper
strata are then very cold.

SCUD, WKACK.

Under any mass of cloud which is verging on the
precipitation of rain, we have just mentioned that small
detached clouds are frequently seen in rapid motion. In
England they are called " scud; " in France, fuyards, or
diabletons; while Poey suggests the name of fracto-
cumulus. If, instead of being shapeless, they are raggy,
they are then known in England as " wrack," from their
drawn-out appearance. In all cases it is obvious, from
the above description, that they are rather associates of
heavy rain-clouds than true prognostics. What we have
to explain is their origin. This seems to be simply, that
in very disturbed weather small masses of cloud form like
ordinary ragged clouds, from the irregular nature of the
rising currents, while the apparently very rapid motion
comes from their being nearer the surface than ordinary
clouds.

CLOUD-WREATHS.

Sometimes, in front of certain kinds of squalls and
thunderstorms, we see a long, narrow roll of black cloud
moving rapidly, broadside on3 and a very well-developed
example will be found in Fig. 56, under the heading of
"Pamperos." Dark cloud-wreaths in a very much less
pronounced form are very common in England before